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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Mail Stop Patent Application 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313 

Dear Sir: 

Applicants bring to the attention of the Examiner in charge of the above- 
captioned case, patents and publications that may be relevant to the examination of the 
above-captioned patent application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed prior to the mailing of the first 
Office Action on the merits, in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(1) and/or (b)(3). 

The Examiner is invited to review the full disclosure of the listed documents for 
an independent evaluation of the pertinence of the documents to the invention claimed 
in the above-captioned application. 



A PTO Form-1449 is enclosed for the Examiner's convenience. 



BRINKS HOFER GILSON & LIONE 
P.O. Box 10395 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 
Telephone: (312)321-4200 
Facsimile: (312)321-4299 



Date: April 2, 2004 




G. Peter Nichols 
Registration No. 34,401 
Attorney for Applicants 
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SERIAL NO. 

filed herewith 


CASE NO. 

10710/260 
(PTG 1161 PUS) 


LIST OF PATENTS AND PUBLICATIONS FOR 
APPLICANT'S INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT 


FILING DATE 

filed herewith 


GROUP ART UNIT 
unknown 


(use several sheets if necessary) 


APPLICANT(S): Thackery et al. 



REFERENCE DESIGNATION U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 
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INITIAL 




DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 

Number-Kind Code (if known) 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS/ 
SUBCLASS 


FILING 
DATE 




A1 


881,354 


03/10/1908 


Stewart 








A2 


3.779,588 


12/18/1973 


Raymon 








A3 


3,866,825 


02/18/1975 


Balazer et al. 








A4 


4,160,320 


07/10/1979 


Wikoff 








A5 


4,518,179 


05/21/1985 


Fenner 








A6 


4,899,561 


02/13/1990 


Myers 








A7 


5,275,029 


01/04/1994 


Myers 








A8 


5,515,894 


03/14/1996 


Dunn 








A9 


5,526,727 


06/18/1996 


Richards et al. 








A10 


5,787,774 


08/04/1998 


Richards et al. 








A11 


5,975,822 


11/02/1999 


Ruff 








A12 


6,581.986 


06/24/2003 


Roatis et al. 
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INITIAL 


OTHER ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 

(Include name of author, title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, journal, serial, 
symposium, catalog, etc.), date page(s), volume-issue number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 
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A21 






A22 






A23 





EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; 
Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next 
communication to applicant. 



